and scrub-typhus by July 1944 caused some 40 % of the force to be admitted to hospital (7,217 cases). Of these 75-1 % were sick and 24 9 % were battle casualties. The RAF and USAAF made prodigious efforts in all weathers to maintain supplies and fly out casualties. General Officer discusses the possible causes of this medical disaster. This report is disturbing, because in other sectors Earl Mountbatten, Field-Marshal Slim and General Christison, appreciating that
plasmodia, amoebie and rickettsim are as dangerous as any enemy weapon, strove incessantly to improve their medical services.
This excellent book, with helpful maps, photographs, index and masterly commentaries by Professor Stone, should be studied by all who are responsible for the health and welfare of armed forces personnel.
A MENECES Medical Disorders in Obstetric Practice by Cyril G Barnes MD FRCP 3rd ed pp ix +482 illustrated £4 Oxford & Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific 1970 Dr Barnes' book on medical disorders of pregnancy is clearly a success, as the third edition has appeared five years after the second. It incorporates new knowledge and experience; the new edition is only fifty pages longer and, though £1-50 more expensive, is still very good value.
For the practising and training obstetrician, the style and scope are probably right, but the physician interested in nature's profligate experiment in grafting, called pregnancy, may miss a discussion of some of its fascinating physiological and immunological aspects.
In a book of this range, any reviewer can find some points of disagreement -I would differ from some of Dr Barnes' views on diabetes and pregnancy; but the book remains a very solid and thorough guide, based on a rich experience. D A PYKE Antibiotic and Chemotherapy by Lawrence P Garrod MD HOnLLD FRCP and Francis O'Grady TD MD MSC MRcPath 3rd ed pp ix+499 illustrated £3-50 Edinburgh & London: E& SLivingstone 1971 This third edition of 'Antibiotic and Chemotherapy,' which comes only three years after the second, is very welcome. There is no other book on this subject which gives so much information in such a readable and concise form, and the subject moves so fast. that it is impossible for those whose main interest lies elsewhere to keep up to date. This edition has two new chapters. One is on synthetic agents other than sulphonamides and includes more information about trimethoprim. The other is a very valuable one on dosage which includes a table of incompatibility. Antimicrobials are increasingly given intravenously and in combination, and there is a real danger of failing to treat adequately by inadvertently mixing incompatible fluids.
There is also an expanded section on treatment in renal disease and information on dialysability of drugs. The section on laboratory control illustrates with excellent photographs methods not previously included.
In spite of much new material the book has been expanded by only 24 pages. As before, it gives excellent and somewhat dogmatic advice to which one can turn in an emergency. Those needing further information are supplied with the latest possible references.
Most people who treat or monitor treatment of infections will possess previous editions. They are strongly advised to acquire the latest one. London: Academic Press This large, comprehensiveand expensivebook has been written by no fewer than thirty-five contributors. It possesses the virtues that an internationally famous authorship of this extent may be expected to confer, but does not lack some of the disadvantages almost inevitable in such a workgrammatical and stylistic aberrations, some overlap, and discrepancies in the views or opinions of different authors writing on the same subject. In one chapter, but not elsewhere, epididymis is consistently spelled 'epididymus' and I noticed that Leeuwenhoek is said to have been appointed a member of the 'Royal Society of Physicians in London' (it was, of course, the Royal Society), while R B Greenblatt, himself a contributor to the book, is referred to on page 206 as 'C G Greenblatt'. Although extensive references are quoted, the bibliographies, placed at the ends of chapters, do not in all cases include entries for all the names quoted in the texts.
All these, it might be admitted, are small criticisms of what is undoubtedly a very important treatise on human infertility, including historical surveys of great interest as well as the most up-todate views on etiology and treatment. As many of the writers have surveyed the literature in languages other than English, the book is particularly valuable to those whose knowledge of the non-English literature is lacking. It can be highly recommended as a source-book.
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